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64-gun ship, four frigates, four corvettes, some brigs and gun-
boats, was anchored above Nagara Point on the Asiatic shore,
and rashly opened fire on the ships as they passed, otherwise it
seems probable that Duckworth would have spared it. One
brig was allowed to escape, without being pursued, and thus
Constantinople received warning of the successful passage of
the Fleet. The remainder of the Turkish vessels, except one
corvette which was captured, were destroyed under the guns of
a redoubt mounting 31 heavy pieces, by the three ships in the
rear of the line, and two frigates under command of Sir Sydney
Smith; the redoubt was most gallantly carried by a landing
party of bluejackets and marines, who spiked the guns before
withdrawing. Our losses in this engagement amounted to
ten killed and 77 wounded.

Sir Sydney Smith, having detached the frigate Active and some
of the boats of his ships to take possession of the prize and
complete the destruction of the Turkish ships, rejoined Duck-
worth, who had anchored the remainder of his squadron about
three miles above Nagara Point. Duckworth then weighed,
and running up the Straits before a strong southerly breeze,
entered the Marmora at 8 p.m. He reduced sail to such an
extent during the night that little progress was made, and the
wind falling light the next day, he did not arrive off Constanti-
nople until 10 p.m. on the zoth February, and then anchored
off Prince's Island, eight miles from the town.

On 2ist the wind was favourable for carrying out Colling-
wood's instructions, but Duckw6rth considered that he was still
bound to act as directed by the Ambassador, in spite of the
hostile reception he had received from the forts and ships in
the Dardanelles.

The Ambassador then started a warfare of notes, conveying
threats which were not carried into effect, and demands which
were treated with utter contempt by the Turks. On the 22nd
the Ambassador fell sick and the Admiral carried on the paper
war singlehanded.

Meanwhile the Turks were busily engaged equipping their
ships, and, under the direction of French engineers, energetically
erecting batteries at every assailable point. On 27th February,
it was discovered that the Turks- had occupied Prota Island,
one of the Prince's Islands, and were erecting a battery abreast